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Glossary

CVA Credit Valuation Adjustment is a number that describes what is the value of the
risk of a counterparty defaulting. 2

CVA risk CVA risk measures the amount of capital a party has to have set aside due
to regulation and preparation in case a counterparty defaults. 2

derivative A finance product that derives its price from some other product or rate. 2

OTC Over-The-Counter derivatives are not publicly traded, instead two parties do the
deal between themselves. 2
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1 Changes in the objectives and scope

The large change in the team size forced the team to adjust the scope of the project
for a more reasonable size. This meant adopting an arguably little less sophisticated
approach to the problem. The objectives have, however, remained the same. This project
is about identifying the impact of constantly changing market variables on the CVA risk
for OTC derivatives. The first model has been done to calculate how CVA risk changes
with the changes of some individual drivers, such as, interest rates and cross currency
exchange rates.

Once satisfied with the first model, the scope can be increased to try and apply Ad-
joint Algorithmic Differentiation (AAD) as a method to solve the impacts. There exists
some guides unique to applying AAD to CVA calculations [1], [2]. Whether to dive in
to this new theory will be decided based on the performance of the first model and the
remaining time left in the project.

2 Project status

For most parts it is safe to say that with the decreased scope the project is on schedule.
Gathering data has been mostly completed, but new needs may arise with further build-
ing of the tool. Same goes for reviewing literature, as it is done for the current version
of the model, but investigating AAD requires further scrutiny of related literature. Due
to some absence from both team members, the activity section B was not carried out in
keeping with the planned schedule but instead was heavily focused on the second half
of the stint.

Despite this, the first model was built and has already been applied to a test port-
folio with promising results. After the project plan presentations, a new data set was
claimed from the client where the portfolio values had been calculated again with arti-
ficial changes of single parameters. Calculating the CVA risk for these new portfolios
enables the team to compare the effect of single parameters to CVA risk and through
this approximate the real life data changes. As mentioned above, the first results are
promising and deviate reasonably little from actual results. The difference can orig-
inate e.g. from combined effects of parameters that are not noted at this point. For
example, especially with exchange rates, it is not clear how well different currencies
correlate with each other. Many currencies behave similarly and their total effect can
be less than the sum of them.

The tool is still under construction on the user experience side, lacking visual repre-
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sentation of the results, adaptability to possibly different forms of input data, and the
ability to inform the user of possible errors. For the remainder of the project, Figure 1
shows the updated project plan.

Figure 1: The updated schedule.

3 Changes to initial project plan

At the moment the team has not seen any major changes regarding the initial project
plan presented earlier. Depending on what the first model yields the team focuses on
either building another model with hopes for better quality output, or polishes the cur-
rent model into a diamond. The former would basically start over the process from
the project plan until this moment with the updated model. With the expedition of the
gained experience from the first model and more available time for both team members,
this is estimated to still be possible.

4 Updated risk management plan

Figure 2 shows the updated risk table. At this point of the project the team has already
gathered most of the required data and the documentation provided by the client has
been availale. Thus, the risk level has been lowered to unlikely. Similarly, team member
absence has been lowered to unlikely level, since the project has progressed and both
team members have showed commitment towards finalizing the project with the best
outcome for the client. Additionally the ending of most other classes will free more
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time for the project. Despite being more unlikely, the absence would have more severe
impacts at this point. It would be highly probable that the project discontinues and
client will not receive the final results of the project.

Figure 2: The updated risk table.
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